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KEVIN HEALEY

Healey with star studepti.
Rika-Batisbasaga.

moved to the Glades under the encouragement of Ian Baker-
Finch, so I went with him.

“Peter Senior, who had been working with Gary for some
time and was based at Hope Island, felt there was a good
opportunity for me to go there and work independently, and
so after much procrastination, because I was enjoying working
with Gary so much, I made the decision in June 0of 2007 to
head to Hope Island to work for myself. Telling Gary was one
of the toughest things I've had to do.”

While at Hope Island, Healey further developed his group
of professionals, Andrew Bonnomme and Stuart Bouvier
among those in his stable, in addition to his regular amateur
clients. Things were going well enough business-wise but he
was not totally happy with some of the other dynamics where
he was, and in 2010 was offered the opportunity by Gold
Coast professional Peter Shaw to set up his own business at the
Robina Woods driving range.

He named his new business Pure Balance Golf and while
Shaw was out chasing his dream to play the Tour, Healey was
pretty much on his own running the golf academy.

Then in June came the diagnosis ofJill’s disease. It altered
everything for Healey as his focus and responsibilities were set
on his family. After Shaw made the decision to throw himself
into his business and that, along with the logistics of his growing
responsibilities at home, it meant Healey would begin to look for
other options, perhaps nearer his Gold Coast base at Arundel.

Not long after, Paul Sanders, head of sales at Sanctuary
Cove, offered Healey the chance to coach at the high-end, 36-
hole Sanctuary Cove facility, where Healey moved in April of
this year and where he is now established.

Underlying all the changes in his business life was the
ongoing battle Jillian was facing.

“Sanctuary Cove have been fantastic to me. They had
thrown out signals in the past and when the time was right I
went and saw them and we formed an arrangement that allows
me to coach at their outstanding facility along with fellow
professionals Michael Jones and Steve Darmody.”

Through his highly talented client, Queensland
professional Rika Batibasaga, who came under the attention
oficonic British player manager Chubby Chandler during the
2011 Australian PGA Championship, Healey has developed a
friendship with Chandler that may yield significant results for
him.

In the meantime, he is delighted by the support Chandler is
giving Batibasaga as the Fijian-born but Brisbane-based golfer
tackles European golf.

It is typical of Healey. While he tackles some of the most
difficult times in his own personal life, he is thinking of his
own players and how they are faring.

That is why so many of his clients swear by him. A player’s
relationship with his coach is not only about what he can learn
technically, but the trust between the two plays a key role in
the ongoing success of the relationship and of a golfer’s career.

Through everything, Healey remains a dignified and
diligent figure in Queensland coaching, alongside his wife,
who is resolute with her battle with cancer. There’s a life lesson
in there somewhere.
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